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by an enemy, before they could get into a position to attack,
they also ran great risk of coming under the gunfire of fast
vessels before they could dive. Under such conditions, or
when making a long passage, when there was a possibility of
falling in with an enemy, they should be accompanied by fast
surface craft to scout for them. For this duty whenever possible,
one or more destroyers from the flotilla operating in the same ,
area should be attached to each group of submarines.

The " D " class were able to proceed under their own power
on the surface about 2,500 miles at ten knots, they should be able
to remain self-supporting on an enemy's coast for some days.

They would be most valuable a few miles behind an inshore
blockading squadron, ready to dive and attack any large vessels
which might come out to drive it off (which shows that as far
as I knew the close blockade policy, referred to in my account
of the 1910 manoeuvres, was still in existence, despite the
risk the blockading ships would now also run from enemy
submarines).

In this memorandum I gave an account of our routine training
and concluded by begging for frequent opportunities to attack
batdeships and armoured cruisers, both in the interests of the
submarines and the fleet. Three months later I was informed
that my proposals were approved generally.

In the meantime, however, before the end of June, I was
directed to take some submarines to Berehaven and place myself
under the orders of Rear-Admiral L. Bailey, in command of the
Battle Cruiser Squadron. Admiral Bailey had been Commodore
of the Home Fleet Destroyer Flotillas, and later Head of the War
College. His command, consisting of his squadron, an armoured
cruiser and some light cruisers, was based on Berehaven, which
was invested by enemy destroyers supported by light cruisers
and armoured cruisers. The old war pkn in fact 1 The object of
these exercises was to test the ability of submarines to get past
the investing destroyers in order to attack the supporting ships
in the offing. This, of course, would have presented no difficulties
a year or two later, but the safety restrictions still in force were
such that the exercise was rather unreaL However, the
most ardent supporter of the dose blockade could have been left
in no doubt as to the menace of submarines to such a
disposition.